SASEAS History

St. Andrew - St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic School

Rev. Otto J. Herrmann became pastor of St. Andrew Parish in 1947.
Under his leadership the much-needed school, which had been the
hope of the parish for nearly 30 years, was quickly built on a lot on
555 Main Street, immediately east of the church. The lot had been
purchased many years earlier by Rev. Edward Creager who left
$70,000 in St. Andrew’s treasury for the school fund.
The two story
Rev. Otto J. Herrmann
brick and stone
building had eight classrooms, a nursery,
a Catholic information center, a kitchen
and cafeteria.
The architect of the
building was George E. McDonald of
Cincinnati. Lay Advisors of the parish
building committee included Frank
Brown, William Albers, Richard Holden,
Raymond Hautz, A.G. Kipp and Frank
Savage. The school was occupied by
1948, opening to 123 students on
September 7th. Although the school had
a $45,000 debt when it was opened, the
resourceful pastor and generous parish contributors paid off the debt within three years.
Dedication of new
St. Andrew School,
555 Main Street,
Milford, Ohio
August, 1948
(l to r) Rev. Edward J. Creager,
former Pastor of St. Andrew
Parish; Archbishop Joseph
Albers and assistant, and Rev.
Otto J. Herrmann, Pastor of St.
Andrew Parish.

A contract was made with the Sisters of Charity of Mt. St.
Joseph, Cincinnati, Ohio to staff the school. Sister Angelica
(Helen C. Berghoff) became the first principal. She also taught
grades 7 and 8. The three Sisters of Charity who joined her in
teaching the first year were Sister Daniel Marie Delaney, who
taught grades 5 and 6; Sister Ann Therese McGrath who taught
grades 3 and 4; and Sister Mary Clementine Kasselmann
who
A
taught grades 1 and 2.
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The village
population has
increased by four.
A new chapter has
begun in the
history of Milford.

This will be an
anniversary to be
remembered – Friday,
August 20, 1948, the
date of the Sisters’
coming to St. Andrew.
We should like to
remember it as a
century-old dream
come true.

Soon after the completion and opening of the new St. Andrew
School, Father Herrmann began to search for land for a second
school. In 1956, he found an
available parcel of land on
Buckwheat
Road
and
purchased all 12.37 acres.
Under
his
persistent
direction, a 10 classroom
school was completed and
opened in September of
1959
and
named
“St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School” in honor of the “about to be
canonized” patron saint of parochial schools and the founder of
the Sisters of Charity.

In December of 1960, just several months after seeing
the new school open, and after serving as Pastor of St.
Andrew Parish for more than thirteen years, Rev. Otto
J. Herrmann died as the result of an automobile
accident.

Rev. Otto J. Herrmann
9/1/1895-12/16/1960

Rev. Thomas Coleman, his successor,
supervised the completion of the
cafeteria/multi-purpose room, where
Mass was celebrated on Sundays.
After its first four years of operation,
he found the new ten-classroom
school embroiled in sewage problems.
After trial and consideration of many
possible solutions, the school was
closed in July of 1965 to allow for the
installation of a new sewage system.
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In 1968, the questions of ownership, control and usage of the Seton school building were
complicated by the conditions of overcrowding in both school buildings.
At this point, there existed only one school system under the control of one principal, Sr. Marie
Patrice Joyce, S.C. She was placed in charge of supervising the teaching of primary grades 1
through 5 in one building located in St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish and grades 6 through 8 located in
St. Andrew Parish. In the fall of 1968, this structure
was changed. Sister Marie Patrice Joyce, SC. was
appointed principal of St. Andrew School with
Sister Rose Marie Hewitt, SC. continuing as
principal of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School.
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In 1977, a coordinating committee
was created to draft an
organizational
and
financial
agreement for the operation of
the school and, thereafter, to
determine its operating policies.

On October 1, 1976, St.
Elizabeth
Ann
Seton
Parish
was
officially
formed with Rev. John J.
Wenzel appointed as
pastor.
Rev. John J. Wenzel

In 1994, after a two-year trial and study period, the formal consolidation of both the Seton and
St. Andrew Campuses became officially known as S.A.S.E.A.S. School. Expansion plans for Seton
included a gymnasium and cafeteria expansion, plus the addition of a new school wing,
dedicated on September 22, 1996. Two years later the Seton Pre-School was opened and
classes immediately filled.

